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Keuw language 


Keuw (Keu, Kehu) is an unclassified language of New Guinea. 

Keuw is spoken in a swampy lowland region along the Poronai 
River in Keuw village (kampung) of Wapoga District, Nabire 
Regency, Papua province, Indonesia. According to oral folklore, the 
Keuw were originally from Woisaru, and then moved to Sanawado, 
which may be locations in Wapoga District/ 3 ] 


Mark Donohue (2007) said that Kehu is "probably a Geelvink Bay language, but no one knows enough 
about those languages, systematically, to say this with confidence for [any of them] beyond Barapasi, 
T(ar)unggare and Bauzi."^ 

Timothy Usher (2018) classifies it as a Lakes Plain language, closest to Awera and Rasawa-Saponi. 
According to Foley, based on some lexical and phonological similarities, Keuw may possibly share a deep 
relationship with the Lakes Plain languages/ 5 ] Palmer (2018) treats Keuw as a language isolate/ 6 ] 
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Classification 


Keuw 

Kehu 

Native to 

Papua 

Region 

Wapoga River, 
in the foothills 
inland from 

Cenderawasih 
Bay: Wapoga 
District, Nabire 
Regency, Papua 
province 

Native speakers 200 (2007/ 1 ] 

Language 

family 

Lakes Plain? 

■ Wapoga 


■ Keuw 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

khh 

Glottolog 

kehul238 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 


guoid/id/kehul2 
38) I 2 ] 


Phonology of Keuw from Kamholz (2012), quoted in Foley (2018)/ 7 ^ 5 ] 


Consonants 


Keuw has ten consonants. 
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Vowels 

Keuw has five vowels. 


i 

u 

e 

0 

a 



Tone 

Keuw has contrastive tone. Some minimal pairs demonstrating phonemic tonal contrasts: 

■ aallyd ‘tongue’, aalfyd ‘house’ 

■ kfilyo ‘possum’, kfilyd ‘arrow’ 

■ uukyd ‘grandfather’, uunyo ‘woman’ 

Syntax 


Keuw has SOV word order, as exemplified by the sentence below. The morphemic suffixes remain 
unglossed/ 5 ] 

komuul-yo yumseet-yo nuu-no 
boar-? cassava-? eat-? 

The boar ate the cassava.’ 

Basic vocabulary 

Basic vocabulary of Keuw from Kamholz (2012), quoted in Foley (2018):^ 8 ^ 5 ^ 









Keuw basic vocabulary 


gloss 

Keuw 

‘bird’ 

paupan 

‘blood’ 

kpii 

‘bone’ 

ntyens 

‘breast’ 

tuuli 

‘ear’ 

teeme 

‘eat’ 

nuu 

'egg' 

bleerm 

‘eye’ 

mluul 

‘fire’ 

nuup 

‘go’ 

pawl 

‘ground’ 

pfi 

‘hair’ 

pliikd 

‘head’ 

kpuunt 

‘leg’ 

paud 

‘louse (body)’ 

maa 

‘louse (head)’ 

breen 

‘man’ 

meeli 

‘moon’ 

dyuutan 

‘one’ 

biisip 

‘path, road’ 

ngkeempuka 

‘see’ 

liye, tiye, kuntab 

‘sky’ 

tpaapi 

‘stone’ 

tooti 

‘sun’ 

tandan 

‘tooth’ 

mee 

‘tree’ 

kud 

‘two’ 

paid 

‘water’ 

yel 

‘woman’ 

uun 
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■ Keuw field recordings (https://lautgesetz.com/keuw/) 
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